
Birdville ISD Locks Down School with the 
Push of a Button

Instant Alerts for Safe Schools

The STOP School Violence Act makes available $1 billion in matching grant programs to improve 

school security infrastructure, which includes the installation of panic buttons, such as Advanced 

Network Device’s new Smart IP Button. These instant alert buttons guarantee an im�mediate 

response during extreme emergency situations.

“The Smart IP Button enables the person on the 

front line to make the decision...locking down the 

facilities and notifying the authorities.”

Darrell Maxey

Birdville ISD

Easy to Use and Install

S
te

p
 1

Setup

Connect the button directly to the 

network with a standard network 

cable.
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Rapid Response Trigger

Send an instant alert or lockdown 

trigger to devices throughout a facility
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Reliable Critical Messaging

Send a pre-recorded message to any 

phone number, including 911.

Instant Lockdown, Faster Response

Birdville Independent School District consists of 33 cam�puses with more than 23,600 students, 

making it the fifth-largest school district in Northeast Tarrant County, Texas. As part of ensuring 

security and safety for their students and staff, the district has installed a mass notifi�cation 

system, which includes the Birdville Independent School District Access Control Integration (BISD 

ACI). En�gineered and designed by Cistera Networks, headquar�tered in Plano, Texas, BISD ACI 

uses Cisco phones to initi�ate various levels of lock down, making it easy to control access to their 

facilities from a central location, along with mass notification.

“With one push of the button, the system 

launches a series of alerts, including mass 

notification throughout the facility.”

For the most critical level, Birdville has implemented the Smart IP Button (IPBTN) from Advanced 

Network Devices to guarantee the fastest response for critical emergen�cies. The Smart IP Button 

connects directly to the net�work as an IP-addressable device, designed to send alerts or make 

pre-determined calls with a push of a button. 

For the BISD ACI, the button would act as a panic button to trigger an immediate, complete 

lockdown of a facility for the worst-case emergency situation, such as an ac�tive shooter. Installed 

in strategic locations, authorized personnel would access the button at a moment’s no�tice before 

taking shelter. With one push of the button, the system launches a series of alerts, including mass 

notification throughout the facility, instant locking of the badge-reader door access control locks, 

and an alert to the location’s response team, as well as emergency re�sponders.

Improved Response Time

In the past, during extreme emergency situations, a teacher would have to call the administrator, 

and then wait for the administrator to make a decision and/or re�spond, and back then, they had 

no means of controlling door access. Now all doors in the complex lock from one button press.

�nder normal circumstances, the authentication service takes about 
 to 10 seconds to register, 

process, and acti�vate the electronic card reader door lock via phone. �ow�ever, the smart IP 

button significantly improved response time. Darrell �axey, Telecommunications Engineer for the 

district’s Technology Department, points out that�

“By using >;etD Products, we3re improving what we3ve 

already done in terms of response times. ;ow it takes 

less than a second to lock a facility down.”

�axey adds 

´By using AND products, we’re improving what we’ve already done in terms of response times. 

In�stead of making a call and waiting for someone to make a decision on how to respond, the 

Smart IP Button en�ables the person on the front line to make the decision in the moment, 

locking down the facility and notifying the authorities. For situations like an active shooter, you 

can only prepare, so preparation and training is the focus.�
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